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A strategy characterised 
by speed and vision

2011 marked the beginning of the strategic perspec­
tive leading up to 2050. With the Sustainable Energy 
Systems 2050 strategy, Nordic Energy Research has 
launched a series of activities to propel the strategy 
forward from the outset.

The most important among them is no doubt the new 
research programme carrying the same name as the stra­
tegy. For this project, Nordic Energy Research focused 
heavily on capturing the researchers’ interest by linking 
the research to the energy political goals set by the Nor­
dic countries in the run up to 2050. And it paid off. If 
anyone still thinks that Nordic collaboration is on its way 
out, they should think again. The interest in securing 
funds was enormous and the chosen projects promise to 
create a solid foundation for promoting green growth in 
the Nordic region.

Largest ever joint energy research programme
Nordic Energy Research’s programmes are the largest 
cross-national energy research programmes in the Nor­
dic region. We must at the same time acknowledge that 
the programmes are small compared to national research 
programmes. The value of the new Nordic networks 
should not be underestimated, however, as we have 
learnt from the researchers themselves and from previ­
ous evaluations of Nordic Energy Research. Our role 
as bridge-builder is therefore a focal point of the new 
strategy period, which stretches to 2014.

International collaboration on policy
Our most important contribution to the development 
of the energy technology policy in 2011 is the establish­
ment of the Nordic Energy Technology Perspectives. 
This project builds on a new and unique platform for 
building bridges between top Nordic researchers and 
the recognised international body in the policy field, the 
International Energy Agency. The project can contri­
bute to creating a joint decision basis for Nordic energy 
technology policy.
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The Sustainable Energy Systems 2050 kick-off
Sustainable Energy Systems 2050 is the largest joint research pro­
gramme in the energy field across the Nordic region. The research 
programme gathers participants from leading research institutions, 
universities and private companies in the Nordic countries.
Their task is to work together to create results that are able to 
foster a sustainable Nordic energy system by 2050. Nordic Energy 
Research is providing NOK 100 million of the NOK 140 million 
total fund for the programme.

Launching TASTE!
The new book TASTE! Energy Cookbook presents the 
results from Nordic Energy Research’s 2007-2010 research 
programme. Taking inspiration from the cookbook genre, the 
book aims to make the results more accessible, also for non-
specialists. The work contains 10 “recipes” for Nordic energy 
research and 6 “recipes” for network collaboration.

The Nordic Energy Technology Perspectives kick-off
Nordic Energy Research and the International Energy 
Agency have established an international partnership. 
The Nordic Energy Technology Perspectives project is 
the first visible result of this collaboration. Twenty-five 
specially-invited guests attended the kick-off and work­
shop in Stockholm. Project participants originate from 
research environments, the authorities and industry.

Energy and transport project kick-off
The Energy & Transport research programme funded a total of eight 
electrical transport projects in 2011. All of the projects are designed 
to help realise the programme’s vision of establishing the Nordic 
region as a “testing ground” for sustainable transport. The projects 
constitute a unique cross-sectoral collaboration between the Nordic 
countries’ energy and transport sectors. Nordic Energy Research is 
leading the programme and Nordic Innovation is a project participant.

Joint research and innovation in Canada
More than 180 delegates from the Nordic countries 
and Canada attended the CanNord 2011 conference in 
Toronto. The aim was matchmaking across a range of 
sustainable solutions for transport, energy and construc­
tion. The conference was part of a project led by Nordic 
Energy Research in collaboration with Nordic Innovation.

2011
at a glance
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Nordic Energy Research’s 
first research programme

The Sustainable Energy Systems 2050 research pro­
gramme combines research and innovation with the 
Nordic countries’ visions of becoming carbon neutral by 
2050. With its “holistic” profile, the programme unites 
various technologies and sectors.

The research programme covers the entire innovation 
chain, from pure research to more market-oriented 
development actively involving industry players, both as 
funders and project leaders.

A 10% success rate
The launch of the new strategic research programme, 
Sustainable Energy Systems 2050, drew a huge response 
from Nordic researchers. If all those who applied were to 
receive funding, it would have amounted to over NOK 
1 billion.

Bearing in mind that the available common pot was
NOK 100 million, the call for proposals achieved a suc­
cess rate of just under 10%. The very low success rate 
shows how strong the competition has been. The board 
of directors ultimately selected 10 of the 90 projects, 
and all 10 received “top ratings” from the international 
experts.

80% of the projects involve industry
Industry is participating in 80% of the Sustainable En­
ergy Systems 2050 projects, either as participants in the 
projects or as members of the steering committees. The 
companies involved include every type of enterprise - 
from the small, innovative company, to the large global 
organisation. Overall, more than 20 industrial enterprises 
are involved in the research programme.
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Annual
accounts
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Annual accounts

Revenues 2011 2010

Ordinary budget fundes from Nordic Council of Ministers  6.034.000  5.870.000 

National grants*  31.309.474  40.582.220 

Other revenues  17.061.116  5.424.874 

Financial revenues  895.058  823.585 

Project grants from Nordic Council of Ministers  11.151.256  6.290.500 

Total revenues  66.450.904  58.991.179 

Expenses 2011 2010

Secretariat  22.869.005  17.275.414 

Contribution to external projects  42.493.908  39.709.602 

Other expenses  56.604  -   

Total expenses  65.419.517  56.985.016 

Net profit  1.031.387  2.006.163

* �National grants 2011 appears as NOK 31.309.474 which includes national grants for 2011 of NOK  31.020.000 
and additional assets remaining in the balance from 2010.

  The annual accounts are audited by the Office of the Auditor General in Norway.
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Assets 2011 2010

Trade debtors  12.412.061  1.356.145 

Grants  8.198.402  6.041.742 

Costs paid in advance  -    220.050 

Cash at bank  36.871.593  40.783.046 

Total assets  57.482.056  48.400.983 

Liabilities 2011 2010

Trade creditors  9.523.504  7.581.002 

Project advance payment  37.066.392  29.777.402 

Accounts paybale  5.390.945  6.572.752 

Transfers  5.501.215  4.469.827 

Total liabilities  57.482.056  48.400.983 

National grants 2011 (NOK) Nordic activity Activities in 
adjacent areas

Total

Denmark 6.034.800 603.480 6.638.280

Finland 4.935.000 493.500 5.428.500

Iceland 310.200 31.020 341.220

Norway 8.178.000 817.800 8.995.800

Sweden 8.742.000 874.200 9.616.200

Total 28.200.000 2.820.000 31.020.000
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Effective secretariat

Nordic Energy Research has long held the position of 
secretariat for working groups under the auspices of the 
Nordic Council of Ministers (NCM). These include the 
Nordic Electricity Market Group, the working group on 
renewable energy, and the working group on sparsely 
populated areas. In addition, Nordic Energy Research 
is responsible for the Nordic end-user market project, 
which is focusing on strengthening the position of con­
sumers in the energy market.

Since 2009 Nordic Energy Research has also acted as the 
secretariat for administration projects under the auspices 
of the globalisation initiatives, Nordic Top-level Research 
Initiative (TRI) and Energy & Transport. Nordic Energy 
Research is the secretariat for TRI’s energy programmes. 
Nordic Energy Research is also responsible for adminis­
tering parts of the grant under the auspices of the EU’s 
Smart Grid ERA Net.

Energy & Transport
In the spring of 2011, the Energy & Transport pro­
gramme launched a series of electrical transport projects, 
all of which are set to help realise the programme’s vi­
sion of making the Nordic region a test bed for sustain­
able transport.

The autumn of 2011 saw the second part of the pro­
gramme’s funds being offered, this time within the field 
of sustainable fuels for the transport of goods. This 
programme has also completed a global mapping of 
initiatives associated with sustainable transport around 
the world.
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Administration
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Anne Cathrine Gjærde
Director
Anne.gjarde@nordicenergy.org
+47 99 23 94 05

Lise Jørstad
Deputy Director
Lise.jorstad@nordicenergy.org
+47 92 43 58 88

Kalle Bartholin-Nielsen
Communications Manager
Kalle.bartholin-nielsen@nordicenergy.org
+47 90 22 91 55

Mats B. Andersson 
Senior Adviser

Benjamin Smith
Adviser
Benjamin.smith@nordicenergy.org
+47 90 40 62 03

Ina Jakobsen
Adviser
Ina.jakobsen@nordicenergy.org
+47 41 10 60 63

Peder Söderlund
Project Manager
Peder.soderlund@nordicenergy.org
+47 41 25 17 25

Inger Elisabeth Strand Karni
Senior Adviser
Inger.karni@nordicenergy.org
+47 95 48 33 58 

Benedicte Staalesen 
Adviser



11

Thérèse Jernevad 
Project Assistant

Unni Bruaset
Senior Administrative Officer
Ub@nordicenergy.org
+47 90 76 14 25

Birna Heimisdóttir
Senior regnskapskonsulent
Birna.heimisdottir@nordicenergy.org
+47 90 26 84 46

Kari Christensen Nordby 
Project Assistant

Marie Loe Halvorsen 
Student

Guri Romtveit
Student
guri.romtveit@nordicenergy.org

Verena Hachmann 
Adviser
Verena.Hachmann@nordicenergy.org



DENMARK
Nicolai Zarganis (member)
Head of Department
Danish Energy Authority
Amaliegade 44
DK-1256 København K
E-mail: nz@ens.dk
Tel: +45 3392 7601 (direct)
Fax: +45 3311 4743

Aksel Beck (deputy)
Head of Section
Danish Energy Authority
Amaliegade 44
DK-1256 København K
E-mail: AB@ens.dk
Tel: +45 3392 6700
Fax: +45 3311 4743
Faroe Islands

Kári Mortensen (observer)
Jardfeingi/Faeroese Earth and Energy Directorate
Postsmoga 3059
FO-110 Tórshavn
E-mail: kari.mortensen@jardfeingi.fo
Tel: +298 35 70 00
Fax: +298 35 70 01

FINLAND
Tuula Savola (Chairman)
Senior technology advisor
Tekes, Finnish Funding Agency for Technology and 
Innovation
Kyllikinportti 2, P.O. Box 69
FI-00101 Helsinki
E-mail: tuula.savola@tekes.fi
Tel: +358 10 60 55667
Fax:+358 50 557 7667

Pentti Puhakka (deputy)
Chief Engineer
Ministry of Employment and the Economy, 
Energy Department
Alexandersgatan 4, PB 32
FI-00023 Government
E-mail: pentti.puhakka@tem.fi
Tel: +358 10606 4813
Fax: +358 9 1606 2172

ICELAND
Ragnheiður Inga Þorarinnsdottir (member)
Deputy Director
Orkustofnun
Grensásvegur 9
IS-108 Reykjavik
E-mail: rith@os.is
Tel: +354 569 6000

Gudni A. Johannesson (deputy)
General Director
Orkustofnun
Grensásvegur 9
IS-108 Reykjavik
E-mail: gudni.a.johannesson@os.is
Tel: +354 569 6000
Fax: +354 568 8896

NORDIC COUNCIL OF MINISTERS
Anne Sofie Bender (observer)
Senior Advisor
Nordic Council of Ministers Secretariat
Ved Stranden 18
DK-1061 København K
E-mail: asb@norden.org
Tel: +45 3396 0200
Fax: +45 3396 0202
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Susanna Widstrand (observer)
Senior Advisor
Nordic Council of Ministers Secretariat
Ved Stranden 18
DK-1061 København K
E-mail: suwi@norden.org
Tel: +45 33 96 03 51

NORWAY
Hans Otto Haaland (member)
Programme Coordinator
The Research Council of Norway
P.O. Box 2700 St. Hanshaugen
NO-0131 Oslo
E-mail: hoh@forskningsradet.no
Tel: +47 2203 7297

Astrid Stavseng (deputy)
Ministry of Petroleum and Energy
P.O. Box 8148 Dep.
NO-0033 Oslo
E-mail: ast@oed.dep.no
Tel: +47 22 24 61 68
Mobile: +47 40 22 27 55

SWEDEN
Lars Guldbrand (member)
Ministry of Finance
Swedish Government Offices
SE-103 33 Stockholm
E-mail: lars.guldbrand@enterprise.ministry.se
Tel: +46 (0)8 405 90 20

NORDIC ENERGY RESEARCH
Anne Cathrine Gjærde
Nordic Energy Research
Stensbeggata 25
NO-0170 Oslo
E-mail: anne.gjarde@nordicenergy.org
Tel: +47 99 23 94 05

Lise Jørstad
Nordic Energy Research
Stensbeggata 25
NO-0170 Oslo
E-mail: lise.jorstad@nordicenergy.org
Tel: +47 92 43 58 88

Staff representative, Nordic Energy Research:
Banjamin Smith
Nordic Energy Research
Stensbeggata 25
NO-0170 Oslo
E-mail; Benjanin.smith@nordicenergy.org
Tel: +47 90 40 62 03
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